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31 March 2026 

Dear  

Re: Official Information Act Request:  Open Country Dairy 

Thank you for your email on 05 March 2026 in which you requested information under the Official 

Information Act 1982. In summary, for the three Open Country Dairy GIDI projects you requested:  

1. ‘Evaluation report from Technical Advisory Group 

2. Recommendation from Assessment Panel 

3. Subsequent reporting: 

- Quarterly progress reports 

- Confirmation of asset performance 

4. Any emails regarding encouragement by EECA to share story and results’ 

Please refer to Appendix One and the attached documents for EECA’s response to your request.  

Some information is being withheld pursuant to the following sections of the Act: 

• 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons, including that of deceased natural 

persons. 

• 9(2)(b)(ii) - to protect information where making available of the information would be likely 

unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied or is subject 

to the information.  

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. 

Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 

freephone 0800 802 602.  

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information requests 

where possible. Our response to your request will be published shortly at 

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)
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https://www.eeca.govt.nz/about/news-and-corporate/official-information/ with your personal 

information removed.  

Yours sincerely 

 
Murray Bell  

Group Manager, Policy and Regulation  
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Appendix One: Relevant Excerpts from Round 5 GIDI Assessment Panel Funding 

Recommendations Report. 

Excerpts from Table 1: Assessment Panel recommendations for approved GIDI funding (Page 13): 

 

 

 

 

Excerpts from Table 1: Assessment Panel recommendations for approved GIDI funding (Page 17): 

 
 

Excerpts from Table 6: Portfolio of recommended projects across technologies and sectors (Pages 

20-21): 

 

 
 




