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15 March 2024 

Dear 

Re: Official Information Act Request: Changes to Emissions Reduction Plan Two 

Thank you for your email on Friday 16 February 2024 in which you requested information under the 
Official Information Act 1982, on behalf of  You requested: 

I am interested in recent, upcoming and proposed changes to the implantation of actions under the 
existing Emissions Reduction plan, for which the EECA is the lead.  

Specifically, I am interested in changes made or proposed since October 2023, which have already 
been implemented, or which might or will be implemented while the first Emissions Reduction Plan 
is still in place. 

I am primarily interested in changes which will have a significant impact, positive or negative, in 
terms of green house gas emissions. 
 
Please provide information relating to such changes, or proposed changes, such as discussion 
documents, policy proposals, or decision documents (including policy analysis, internal briefings to 
EECA leadership, Ministerial documents and Cabinet documents). 

Please focus on each of the actions for which the EECA is listed as a lead, as set out in the document 
entitled ‘Aotearoa New Zealand’s first emissions reduction plan: Table of Actions’, located 
here: https://environment.govt.nz/assets/publications/Files/Aotearoa-New-Zealands-first-
emissions-reduction-plan-Table-of-actions.pdf 

To explain what I mean (by picking one of the first listed actions), you might let me know if, for 
example, if the proposal to provide funding to support the freight sector to purchase zero- and low-
emissions trucks changed significantly.  
 
I realise that the EECA is responsible for many actions. I am only focusing on those which are or 
may be changing direction during the period when this plan is active. 
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Appendix One (at the end of this letter) provides and overview of the ERP actions that EECA leads that 
have had changes confirmed by the Government since October 2023. Four actions related to the 
Government Investment in Decarbonising Industry (GIDI) Fund have stopped as the funding has been 
discontinued. 

Appendix Two and Three (attached as PDFs) provide the information relating to such changes.  

Some information is being withheld pursuant to the following sections of the Act: 

• 9(2)(b)(ii) - to protect information where making available of the information would be likely 
unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied or is subject to the 
information.  

• 9(2)(g)(i) – to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions.  

• 9(2)(f)(iv) - to maintain the current constitutional conventions protecting the confidentiality of 
advice tendered by Ministers and officials. 

• Out of scope. 

You should note that as EECA is a Crown Entity and primarily a delivery agency, significant policy 
decisions (including changes to delivery of ERP actions) are generally led by our monitoring agency, MBIE, 
and therefore any decision documents will be held by this agency. In response to your request, we have 
provided information held by EECA relating to these decisions. 

Also note that the Climate Change Chief Executives Board regularly publishes ERP reporting on their 
website - Climate Change Chief Executives Board released material | Ministry for the Environment 

A key role of the Climate Change Chief Executives Board is to report on the delivery of actions in the 
emissions reduction plan and the national adaptation plan. In these reports, the Board provides collective 
advice on risks and opportunities to delivering on these plans and how we are tracking against our climate 
goals and targets. Future reports will be produced on a quarterly cadence and proactively released once 
they have been considered by Ministers. 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. Information 
about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 
602.  

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information requests where 
possible. Our response to your request will be published shortly at https://www.eeca.govt.nz/about/news-
and-corporate/official-information/ with your personal information removed.  

Yours sincerely 
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Dr Marcos Pelenur   
EECA Chief Executive  
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Fund further 
decarbonisation of industry 
and heat through expansion 
of the GIDI.  

Funding for:  
− high-impact process heat 
decarbonisation projects, with 
adapted criteria to fund larger and 
longer projects  
− using regional energy transition 
plans to inform investment and 
optimise options for fuel switching at 
a regional level  
− additional electricity network 
connections and distribution network 
upgrades to unlock and/or accelerate 
fuel-switching for multiple process 
heat users  
− more technology diffusion projects.  
 

2022–29  MBIE/EECA  Industrial firms, businesses, large energy 
users, energy service providers, 
Transpower, electricity lines businesses  

Provide grant funding for 
commercial space and 
water heating and high 
efficiency electrical 
equipment.  

Grants or rebates for commercial 
buildings to replace fossil fuel boilers 
for space or water heating with low-
emissions alternatives (primarily 
electric heat pumps).  
 

2022–26  MBIE/EECA  Energy service providers, equipment 
vendors, commercial building owners, 
businesses  

  

The above four actions are related to the Government Investment in Decarbonising Industry (GIDI) Fund, which has been discontinued. Please 
refer to Appendix Two for information regarding the fund.  

Information regarding any changes to the delivery of other ERP actions that are being considered by the Government is withheld under 
9(2)(f)(iv).  



Item One: Excerpts 

1 
 

Contents:  

1. EECA 2023-24 First Quarter Report (1 July to 30 September 2023) 2 

2. EECA BIM Dec 23 6 

3. EECA’s Fortnightly Report to the Minister for Energy: 13 December 2023 8 

4. 20231212 - Overview of EECA and MBIE’s current work programmes and opportunities  9 

5. Key policy initiatives – October 2023 (EECA additions) 11 
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Section Title: Output performance 

Pages: 12-13 

 

(Continued on the next page…)   
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Section Title: Audit, risk and governance 

Pages: 18-19 

 

  

(Continued on the next page…) 
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2. EECA BIM Dec 23 

 

Section Title: Energy emission savings to meet our international obligations and improve competitiveness 

Page: 10 

 

 

Section Title: Current activity that we would like to discuss with you 

Page: 11 

 

 

Section Title: Early Decisions required: Tactical items that require an early decision or engagement 

Page: 12  
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Section Title: Early Decisions required: Decisions required to set strategic policy direction 

Page: 14 
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3. EECA’s Fortnightly Report to the Minister for Energy: 13 December 2023 

Section Title: Advice provided on Government Investment in Decarbonising Industry (GIDI) funding 

Page: 3 
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4. 20231212 - Overview of EECA and MBIE’s current work programmes and opportunities 

Section Title: Recommended actions 

Page: 3 

 

 

Section Title: Funding programmes: business/industry 

Page: 8-9 

 







Indicative breakdown of funding across GIDI workstreams ($millions): 
 

GIDI  Allocated  Committed Pending 
Applications 

Remaining (Allocated - Committed - 
Pending) 

Partnerships 230 230 0 0 
Industrial 250 60 23 167 
Commercial 
Buildings 40 0.9 3.4 35.7 
Clean Tech 330 2.4 0 327.6 
Infrastructure  90 0 0 90 
Total 940 293.3 26.4 620.3 

 
* Note that figures above relate to GIDI grant funding components only and do not include associated OPEX.  
 
General comments at this stage – we will provide more fulsome direct comment on the next 
version of the briefing that is circulated.  

 
-  

 
 

 
- Note that the total grant funding equalled $970m. This is total grant amount in the GIDI 2.0 

MYA, with the balance being departmental OPEX.  
 
- We note that under GIDI Infrastructure, while there are no pending applica�ons, EECA is 

aware of around $20m in biomass supply projects which were successful in our ini�al ROI 
process – the next stage would be to request proposals, subject to Minister’s direc�on and 
this will be covered in EECA’s BIM. 
 

- Suggest change the $650 million in uncommited to $646 million throughout, as per the 
table above. 

 
-  

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

9(2)(g)(i)

9(2)(g)(i)





Total Funding 
requested  

$26,179,443     

Total 
Es�mated 
Life�me 
abatement 
tonnes CO2  

595,692     

Total 
Es�mated 
Annual 
abatement 
tonnes CO2  

35,082     

 

9(2)(b)(ii)




